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SAWPA’s new General Manager, Celeste Cantú, is no stranger to 
the region. She has been a staunch supporter of SAWPA’s regional 
integrated planning and has encouraged other regions to follow 
SAWPA’s model. 

Prior to coming to SAWPA, she served as the former Executive Director 
of the State Water Resources Control Board in Sacramento, a position 
she held for more than five years. During her tenure, the Board tackled 
numerous challenges including the growing issue of salinity in water 
and irrigated land in many parts of the State and the protection of water 
quality in the Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta and Colorado River from 
which Southern California gets much of its water supply.

Early in her career, she was the Planning Director for the City of 
Calexico. Celeste later headed the Public Housing Authority for Imperial 
County. She then went on to a distinguished career with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and the California Assembly before joining the 
State Water Board in 2001.

Celeste is a native Californian and has had a lifelong commitment to 
public service with extensive experience in local, State and Federal 
government. She is a graduate of Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of 
Government. She and her husband, Barry, have two sons, Jay and Jack.
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Dos Lagos Media Center 
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Agenda

5:30 p.m.	 Registration

6:00 p.m.	 Welcome/Intro

	 	 �Ali Sahabi, 	
Chairman, GIVE

6:15 p.m.	 �Solutions for our 
Future Water Needs 
Celeste Cantu 
Keynote Speaker

6:45 p.m.	 Q&A

7:00 p.m.	 �Network 	

Symposium:	 �Solutions for our 	
Future Water Needs

Printed on recycled paper.

Reservation requested online or by phone:  
info@giveforthefuture.org or (951) 667-6260

This event is open to the public, and attendance is free.


